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is, let us measure these experiments and let
us measure them honestly, so that if they
work, we can make them the rule, we can
all adopt things that work. And if they don’t,
we can stop and try something else. That’s
the only thing I ask of you. If we say, okay,
we’re going to have more waivers and you’re
going to be able to experiment in projects
that use Federal dollars, let’s measure the
experiment, let’s be honest about it. And if
it works, let’s tell everybody it works so we
can all do it. And if it doesn’t, let’s have the
courage to quit and admit it didn’t.

I think all of us want what most people
on welfare want, a country that gives you a
hand up, not a handout. We don’t have a
person to waste. We need the talent, the en-
ergy, the skills of every man and woman,
every boy and girl in this country.

Of all the problems we have with competi-
tiveness, whether it is the deficit or the level
of investment or anything else, I think all of
us know in our heart of hearts America’s big-
gest problem today is that too many of our
people never get a shot at the American
dream and that if all of our people were living
up to the fullest of their potential, we would
surely have a much easier path in solving all
the issues that we constantly debate about
at these meetings.

Of all my moments as Governor, one I re-
member with the most pride occurred here
at a National Governors’ Association meeting
during that 2-year period when we were
working on welfare reform. Governor Castle
and I sponsored a panel, and I think 40 Gov-
ernors attended. And we had welfare recipi-
ents from all over the country come in and
talk to the Governors about what it was like
to be on welfare.

A woman from Arkansas who was there,
whom I knew but had not vetted for this con-
versation, started talking about her program
and how she’d gone into a training program
and she had gotten a job, all of that. And
I did something lawyers are told never to do:
I asked a question without knowing the an-
swer. I said, ‘‘Do you think this program
ought to be mandatory? Should everybody
have to participate in this?’’ She said, ‘‘I sure
do.’’ And I said, ‘‘Why?’’ And she said, ‘‘Well,
because if it wasn’t, there would be a lot of
people like me home watching the soaps be-

cause we don’t believe we can make anything
of ourselves anymore. So you’ve got to make
it mandatory.’’ And I said, ‘‘What’s the best
thing about having a job?’’ She said, ‘‘When
my boy goes to school, and they say, ‘What
does your mama do for a living?’, he can give
an answer.’’

I think that moment says more than I will
ever be able to say about why this is impor-
tant, not just important for the poor but im-
portant for the rest of us. We must end pov-
erty for Americans who want to work. And
we must do it on terms that dignify all of
the rest of us, as well as help our country
to work better. I need your help, and I think
we can do it.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10 a.m. at the J.W.
Marriott Hotel.

Letter to Federal Emergency
Management Agency Acting
Director William C. Tidball on
Disaster Assistance for Louisiana
February 2, 1993

Dear Mr. Tidball:
I have determined that the damage in cer-

tain areas of the State of Louisiana, resulting
from severe storms and flooding on January
20 through January 25, 1993, is of sufficient
severity and magnitude to warrant a major
disaster declaration under the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act (‘‘the Stafford Act’’). I, therefore,
declare that such a major disaster exists in
the State of Louisiana.

In order to provide Federal assistance, you
are hereby authorized to allocate from funds
available for these purposes, such amounts
as you find necessary for Federal disaster as-
sistance and administrative expenses.

You are authorized to provide Individual
Assistance in the designated areas. Public As-
sistance may be added at a later date, if re-
quested and warranted. Consistent with the
requirement that Federal assistance be sup-
plemental, any Federal funds provided under
the Stafford Act for Public Assistance will be
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limited to 75 percent of the total eligible
costs.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This letter was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary but was not issued as
a White House press release.

Letter to Governor Edwin W.
Edwards on Disaster Assistance for
Louisiana
February 2, 1993

Dear Governor Edwards:
As requested, I have declared a major dis-

aster under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (the
Stafford Act) for the State of Louisiana due
to damage resulting from severe storms and
flooding on January 20 through January 25,
1993. I have authorized Federal relief and
recovery assistance in the affected area.

Individual Assistance will be provided.
Public Assistance may be added at a later
date, if requested and warranted. Consistent
with the requirement that Federal assistance
be supplemental, any Federal funds provided
under the Stafford Act for Public Assistance
will be limited to 75 percent of the total eligi-
ble costs in the designated areas.

The Federal Emergency Management
Agency (‘‘FEMA’’) will coordinate Federal
assistance efforts and designate specific areas
eligible for such assistance. The Federal Co-
ordinating Officer will be Mr. Leland R. Wil-
son of FEMA. He will consult with you and
assist in the execution of the FEMA-State
Disaster Assistance Agreement governing the
expenditure of Federal Funds.

Sincerely,

Bill Clinton

NOTE: This letter was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary but was not issued as
a White House press release.

Nomination of Deputy Secretary and
Assistant Secretaries of Housing and
Urban Development

February 2, 1993

The President today nominated four rec-
ognized leaders in the housing field to work
with Secretary Henry Cisneros as top officials
at the Department of Housing and Urban
Development. The nominees for Deputy
Secretary and three Assistant Secretary posi-
tions are recognized and experienced leaders
in the housing field.

As Deputy Secretary, President Clinton
nominated Terry Duvernay, executive direc-
tor of the Georgia Housing and Finance Au-
thority, and HUD Chief of Staff under Sec-
retary Moon Landrieu. Also nominated were
Andrew Cuomo, the founder and president
of an innovative and successful New York
area housing organization, to be Assistant
Secretary for Community Planning and De-
velopment; San Francisco Board of Super-
visors member Roberta Achtenberg, to be
Assistant Secretary for Fair Housing and
Equal Opportunity; and Jean Nolan, for-
merly director of communications for The
Enterprise Foundation, a national foundation
that works to provide housing for low-income
people, to be Assistant Secretary for Public
Affairs.

‘‘I am committed,’’ said the President, ‘‘as
is Secretary Cisneros, to turning the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development
into a center for action and a home for inno-
vation. Terry Duvernay, Andrew Cuomo, Ro-
berta Achtenberg, and Jean Nolan have a big
task ahead of them—rebuilding housing op-
portunity for all Americans and repairing the
torn fabric of our nation’s urban commu-
nities. These four outstanding individuals
have the experience, the knowledge, and the
ability to make that happen. They will be an
essential part of my team.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were attached
to the press release.
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